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Tēnā koe  
 
Thank you for your request for the following information under the Official Information Act 1982 (the 
Act). Your request was transferred from the New Zealand Qualifications Authority on 10 February 
2020 under section 14(b)(i) of the Act as it was believed the information you requested is held by the 
Tertiary Education Commission (TEC). Your request was for the following information: 

1. Of the total qualifications in 2019 (93825) how many were funded and how many were 
unfunded? 
2. Of the 100+ micro-credentials that are listed, how many enrolments have there been, and 
how many completions have there been? 

As advised to you on 14 February 2020, the TEC holds some, but not all, of the information 
requested. Also the information TEC holds comes with some caveats which are noted below.  
 
1. Of the total qualifications in 2019 (93825) how many were funded and how many were unfunded? 
 
The TEC invests government funding through Investment Plans and contracts with tertiary education 
organisations (TEOs), to achieve better outcomes for New Zealand and learners. These funds support 
different activities and types of education and training in the tertiary sector.   
 
Tertiary Education Organisations (TEOs) are required to submit data to TEC throughout the year 
through the Single Data Return (SDR) or the Industry Training Register (ITR) for the purposes of 
funding tertiary education.  
 
In 2019* there were approximately 4,800 unique qualifications where students were enrolled in 
underlying courses or programmes that were funded by TEC.  
 
2. Of the 100+ micro-credentials that are listed, how many enrolments have there been, and how 
many completions have there been? 
 
From March 2019 to January 2020, TEC approved 28 micro-credential applications for funding. Please 
refer to the attached table for a list of TEC approved micro-credentials by TEO. 
 
In 2019* there were 206 learners enrolled in three micro-credentials. Please note we do not have a 
full data set at this point due to the introduction of new reporting requirements for micro-
credentials. While TEC has approved the micro-credentials outlined below, TEOs decide when to 
offer these for people to enrol in. 
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TEC is currently unable to provide 2019 course completion rates. This information will be available in 
the second quarter of 2020.   
 
Caveats: 

• *Please note 2019 data is indicative only and has not yet been finalised. Data was sourced 
from multiple reporting tools as at 20 February 2020. 

• This data has been compiled specifically to respond to this question. It uses administrative 
data collected by the TEC for the purposes of funding tertiary education.  

• Results are based on information reported through the SDR/ITR for the purposes of funding 
tertiary education. The data does not include any funds reported outside of the SDR or ITR 
and relies on the accuracy of data reported into these systems from TEOs. The majority of 
TEC’s funding for tertiary education is reported through the SDR or ITR.  

• Care should be taken when making comparisons with other data collected or compiled for 
other purposes. 

 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision. 
Information about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 
freephone 0800 802 602. 
 
The TEC intends to publish its response to this request on our website with your personal details 
removed.  Consistent with the Act, we are publishing responses in the interests of transparency and 
accountability, and to improve access to official information. 
 
Nāku noa, nā 

 
Tim Fowler 
Chief Executive 
 






