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Recommendations 

Hon Chris Hipkins, Minister of Education 

It is recommended that you: 

1. note the demographic data on fees-free learners collected from April 2018 enrolment data 
submitted by tertiary education organisations in the Single Data Return, Industry Training 
Register and manual fees-free enrolment returns; and 

2. agree that the TEC release this briefing in full at the same time as release of briefing B/18/00160, 
April 2018 enrolments at tertiary education organisations.  

AGREED / NOT AGREED 

 

 

 

Tim Fowler  

Chief Executive 

Tertiary Education Commission 

 

8 August 2018 

 

 

 

 

Hon Chris Hipkins  

Minister of Education  

  __ __ / __ __ / __ __ 
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Purpose 

1. This briefing provides you with demographic data on fees-free learners, sourced from the tertiary 
education organisation (TEO) enrolment data collected as at April 2018. 

Background 

2. In May 2018 we provided you with high-level enrolment data for TEOs, including fees-free, as at 
April 2018 [B/18/00160 refers]. 

3. Your office requested additional data on learner demographics including regional data. We have 
undertaken an analysis of the April enrolment returns looking at key high-level demographic traits 
of fees-free learners and compared them to the demographic traits of all enrolled learners as at 
the April enrolment returns. This paper does not make any comment on learner motivations or 
behaviour regarding their enrolment into tertiary education. 

TEOs submit most enrolment data to the TEC through two data collection 
systems based on fund and TEO type 

4. For tertiary providers1 enrolment data is collected through the Single Data Return (SDR). For 
industry training organisations (ITOs) enrolment data is collected through the Industry Training 
Register (ITR). 

5. Although fees-free data is submitted monthly through a separate bespoke manual process, we 
can only verify and do comparisons with all enrolment data three times a year when the SDR is 
submitted in April, August and December. The April enrolment returns show that there are about 
2,000 National Student Numbers (NSNs) in the SDR that appear to be fees-free eligible but have 
not been included in the fees-free reporting submitted by providers. The fees-free manual 
enrolment reports are showing small but steady increases each month since April. These 
increases will be verified against enrolment returns when they are submitted in mid-August. 

There were 33,500 eligible NSNs enrolled in fees-free eligible 
qualifications2 as at April 

6. As at April 2018 there were 33,500 eligible NSNs enrolled in fees-free across all TEO. Of these, 
there were 33,300 unique individual NSNs. The remaining NSNs relate to people that are 
enrolled with more than one TEO. We do not yet have sufficient data to analyse fees at an 
equivalent full-time student (EFTS) level. 

 

 

                                                
1 Institutes of technology and polytechnics (ITPs), private training establishments (PTEs), universities and 
wānanga. 
2 Funded through eligible sources of funding at New Zealand Qualifications Framework (NZQF) level 3 or 
above. 














