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6. Open Polytechnic is a subsidiary of Te Pūkenga, with a 2021 Current Approved Allocation of 
$49.1 million.1 This includes funding from the Targeted Training and Apprenticeship Fund 
(TTAF) to the value of just over $2 million (refer to Appendix C). Open Polytechnic is funded to 
deliver provision to approximately 5,475 equivalent full-time students (EFTS) in 2021.2  

7. Open Polytechnic is a Category 2 provider3 that exclusively delivers distance/online provision. 
It has one campus in Lower Hutt, Wellington. 

8. Open Polytechnic delivers a wide range of tertiary programmes with the majority of learners 
studying at levels 3 and 4.4 The organisation offers programmes in the following areas: 
accounting; construction; business and management; education; engineering; applied science; 
horticulture and agriculture; information technology; and social work.  

New Zealand’s Largest Distance and Online Educator at the Tertiary Level 

9. Open Polytechnic is New Zealand’s largest provider of distance education. Its programmes are 
designed exclusively for distance learning, with online courses that include and blend such 
materials as readings, videos, quizzes, and student forums.  

Matters they may raise with you 

10. The Open Polytechnic is experiencing increased student demand and is wanting more funding 
to support this – TEC is currently considering a funding increase for Te Pūkenga which, if 
granted, would accommodate some of this demand. Indicative evidence of this increased 
demand can be found in the data table provided in Appendix D. 

 

Acting Manager Delivery and Projects, Delivery 
Tertiary Education Commission 

23 April 2021  

                                                
 
1 Data sourced from Qlik as at 14 April 2021, My Allocations and Payments App, using the Summary sheet 
with filters for reporting year (2021) and TEO (6022 – Open Polytechnic of New Zealand). 
2 Data sourced from Qlik as at 14 April 2021, My Commitments App, using the Summary sheet with filters for 
reporting year (2021) and TEO (6022 – Open Polytechnic of New Zealand). 
3 New Zealand Qualifications Authority (NZQA), External Evaluation and Review Report, July 2015. 
4 Data sourced from Qlik as at 15 April 2021, My Provision – SDR, using the ‘Enrolment Trends over time’ 
sheet with filters for reporting year (2020) and TEO (6022 – Open Polytechnic of New Zealand). 
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Hon Chris Hipkins 

Minister of Education 
__ __ / __ __ / __ __ 
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Appendix B: Biographies of Key Attendees 

Chief Executive: Dr Caroline Seelig 

 Dr Caroline Seelig took up this role in 2009, and has over 25 years’ 
experience as a senior manager in tertiary education. She has 
extensive knowledge of the ITP sector, having previously held senior 
positions in Tai Poutini Polytechnic, Eastern Institute of Technology, 
and Nelson Marlborough Institute of Technology. 
She is a previous Chair of New Zealand Institutes of Technology and 
Polytechnics and was recently a member of the International Council 
for Open and Distance Education Task Group on Student Success. 

 

Deputy Chief Executive: Neil Carroll 

 Prior to joining Open Polytechnic in February 2010, Neil was Deputy 
CEO Academic Services and Policy at WelTec. He has also held 
senior roles at the Central Institute of Technology, NZQA, Agriculture 
ITO, and the Association of Polytechnics in New Zealand. 
Neil has a comprehensive understanding of the financial, human 
resource management and academic quality needs of a large 
polytechnic, having held senior management roles throughout the 
changes in the tertiary sector over the last 30 years. A Woolf Fisher 
Scholar in 2005, Neil holds both a BSc (Hons First Class) and an MSc 
in biochemistry. 

 

Board Chair: Vaughan Renner 

 Vaughan Renner is a director and consultant with extensive board 
experience, who currently serves on a number of public sector, private 
sector, and not-for-profit boards. 
He is the President of Business New Zealand and Business Central, 
Chair of the New Zealand Standards Approvals Board, and director of 
a number of privately held companies. He was previously a member of 
the Combined Council of Weltec and Whitireia Polytechnics. 
Vaughan has had a 20 year executive career including senior 
leadership and general management positions in the automotive 
sector. He holds an MBA, BE (Chem), and a BSc (Chemistry).  
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Appendix C: Summary of Open Polytechnic’s funding for 20215

                                                
 
5 Data sourced from Qlik as at 22 April 2021, NZIST Allocations and Payments App, using the Summary sheet with filters for reporting year (2021) and TEO (6022 – Open Polytechnic of New Zealand). 
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Appendix D: Evidence of Increased Learner Demand at Open Polytechnic 

D1 – Overall Volume of Delivery in EFTS from 2018-20206 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D2 –Volume of Delivery in EFTS by NZQF level from 2018-20206 

                                                
 
6 Data sourced from Qlik as at 19 April 2021, My Provision SDR App, using the ‘Enrolment trends over time’ 
sheet with filters for reporting years (2018, 2019, and 2020) and TEO (6022 – Open Polytechnic of New 
Zealand). 






