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Recommendations 

Hon Chris Hipkins, Minister of Education 

It is recommended that you: 

1. note the sector’s enrolment data following the December 2019 SDR; 

2. note the TEC has provided data for fees-free in a separate briefing [B/20/00275];  

3. note the TEC will publish the enrolment data in August; and 

4. agree for the TEC to proactively release this briefing in due course. 
 

AGREED / NOT AGREED 

 

 

 

Gillian Dudgeon  

Deputy Chief Executive, Delivery 
Tertiary Education Commission 

15 June 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hon Chris Hipkins  

Minister of Education  

  __ __ / __ __ / __ __ 

 

  

01      07      2020
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Universities 

11. The small net growth in university enrolments was due to increases at the University of 
Canterbury (UC) and Massey University (Massey). UC had 5% more enrolments by EFTS (615 
EFTS) and 4.7% more students (705 students) in December 2019 than it had in December 2018. 
Massey’s enrolments increased 1.1% by EFTS (165 EFTS) and 0.6% by students (165 students) 
across a range of qualifications and levels when compared to December 2018.   

12. Four universities had lower enrolments in December 2019 than in December 2018. The 
University of Auckland’s enrolments decreased by 105 EFTS (-0.4%) and 170 students (-0.5%). 
University of Waikato enrolments fell by 185 EFTS (-2.2%) and 130 students (-1.2%). Lincoln 
University’s enrolments were down by 130 EFTS (-7.2%) and 165 students (-7.7%). The 
University of Otago had a slight decrease of enrolments of 3 EFTS but an overall increase of 30 
students.     

Institutes of Technology and Polytechnics 

13. ITP enrolments declined by 5% (-2,535 EFTS) due to falling enrolments at 11 of the 16 ITPs. 
The largest decreases occurred at Unitec and Tai Poutini Polytechnic (TPP).   

a. Unitec had 1,120 fewer EFTS (-19.6%) and 2,700 fewer students (-27.1%). The decline 
can partially be attributed to the separation of the Mind Lab into a separate PTE, which 
caused enrolments to drop. However, there were also fewer enrolments across a range of 
levels and qualifications.   

b. TPP had a 66.7% decrease in EFTS (-400) and a 64.3% decrease in the number of 
students (-775). A range of factors contributed to the fall in enrolments (B-19-00882 refers), 
such as cessation of teaching outside the West Coast and transfer of delivery to another 
provider (e.g. scaffolding delivery being transferred to industry training organisations). 

14. Enrolments at Ara Institute of Canterbury, Nelson Marlborough Institute of Technology, Waikato 
Institute of Technology, Southern Institute of Technology, Wellington Institute of Technology, 
Universal College of Learning, NorthTec, Toi Ohomai Institute of Technology and Whitireia New 
Zealand decreased across a range of qualifications and levels. More detail can be found in 
Appendix A.   

Wānanga 

15. SAC level 3 and above delivery volumes in the wānanga sector decreased by 800 EFTS (-4.5%), 
and 630 fewer students (-2.2%).  The decrease in EFTS was due to falling enrolments at Te 
Wānanga O Aotearoa (TWoA) (560 fewer EFTS or -4.0%). Te Whare Wānanga O Awanuiārangi 
reported 300 fewer EFTS (-14.4%), largely at level 4 and 5 Te Reo and Tikanga related 
qualifications.    

16. Te Wānanga O Raukawa (TWoR) increased overall enrolments by 55 EFTS (3.4%) and 515 
students (14.9%) between December 2019 and December 2018. 

a. In the August 2019 enrolment update (B-19-01339) we reported an increase in TWoR 
enrolments attributed to their free online language programme, Poupou Huia Te Reo3 
which more than doubled its enrolments from 1,690 students in August 2018 to 3,540 
students in August 2019. 

b. A significant proportion of these additional enrolments (890 students) were not reported as 
part of TWoR’s December SDR submission, resulting in a smaller than expected increase 

                                                
3 Poupou Huia Te Reo (Certificate in Māori Protocol and Language for use in the Home) is free to citizens, permanent residents and 

domestic students of Aotearoa, New Zealand. This includes New Zealand citizens living outside of Aotearoa, New Zealand. Fees apply 
for non-New Zealand citizens.   
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Differences between data in this briefing and data the TEC publishes  

24. We publish high-level sector and individual TEO SDR enrolment data after each reporting period. 
The TEC does this for transparency of funding purposes; accordingly, we present the data by 
funding streams and EFTS consumed as they relate to funding.  

25. The SDR data in this briefing is for enrolment reporting purposes and includes all funding streams 
related to YG and SAC5. Enrolment figures in this briefing compared to the enrolment by funding 
stream figures published on the TEC and MoE website will differ based on the approaches used 
to extract the data. 

26. Enrolments at ITOs can fluctuate during the year, and ITOs rely on rolling enrolments rather than 
a surge at the start of the year.  While training levels may be down by individual ITO on this same 
time last year, enrolment levels can change at any stage. 

We will update you on 2020 enrolments throughout the year 

27. We will provide you with enrolment updates following the completion of the April SDR 
submissions and reconciliation.  

28. Please note the effect of COVID-19 on enrolments may not be reflected in the SDR until the 2020 
August return. 

  

                                                
5 Includes SAC level 3 and above which contains aggregate data for the following funds: SAC level 3 and above, SAC 

levels 3 and 4 Competitive funding, Māori and Pasifika Trades Training levels 3 and 4 and ICT Graduate Schools. 










