August SDR webinar | 2 July 2025 – questions & answers
	Question
	Answer

	1. Verification Runs and Data Errors:

	· Is the first pass validation just for August or is it permanent?
	The first pass validation process is permanent. Note that you will not see it if your data meets the first pass validation rules.

	2. Course Fees:

	· Linked Qualification Code for Fees Free can be empty? It triggered an error code 796.
	This field can be left blank (there was an issue with the validation rule that has been fixed).

	· Actual Course Fee: Can we report it as $0 for international students?
	Providing the fees are reported in the other International Learner fee fields, you can report zero for international learners.

	· What if the course fees are paid by the employer?
	You should report all fees charged for the learner’s enrolment, including if the fees are covered by an employer, student loan, scholarship or other third party. 

Note only learners will be able to claim Fees Free entitlement. Final-year Fees Free is intended as a reward to the learner for completing a qualification – it is not a refund to the party that paid the fees. 

	· For MPTT, SAC1&2, and YG learners, should the actual course fees be manually overridden to $0.00, or does TEC automatically recognize that these learners are exempt from fees?
	Yes – you should report zero for these learners.
This would also apply to other fees-free provision – unless the learner was charged compulsory course costs.

	· What about zero-fee programmes, as TEC still asks for the fees-free monthly spreadsheet?
	The monthly Fees Free templates on WS2 are for first-year Fees Free enrolments only. These will cease next year following wash-ups. 

Final-year Fees Free calculations will be based on actual course fee information submitted on the SDR. If you have charged an individual learner zero fees for a course, report zero in the actual course fee field. If the course itself has no fees, this should be reflected in the fee fields in the course register (either standard or discounted fees).

Zero fee qualifications are not eligible for Fees Free, and we’ve excluded these qualifications from the list of eligible learners that we’re giving to you to assist you with backfilling your actual fee data. 

	· Do we need to wait until a learner has paid for their course enrolment before we report the Actual Course Fee in the ENRL file, or is it okay to report once we have raised the invoice for payment?
	You don’t need to wait until the learner has paid the fee. Like first-year Fees Free reporting, you should report the fee charged/invoiced for the learner’s enrolment.

	· Is the Actual Course Fee applicable to all learners or just domestic learners?
	It is applicable to all learners, however where fees are reported in the other International Learner fee fields, you can report zero for international learners. 
This field is used for Fees Free and by Ministry of Education (MoE) for other analysis. 

	· Mye learner status changes from international to domestic partway during the year. What do I report in the Actual Fee Amount?
	The learner status should be updated to domestic as at the learner next Course Start Date. Then report course fees for enrolment as a domestic learner in the Actual Fee Amount. Report course fees for enrolment in courses prior to the status change in the ‘Tuition fee paid by international fee paying student’ field

	· Actual Fee Amount can be complicated as we may have students studying offshore and subject to tax jurisdiction in other areas, so the amount will be no NZ GST inclusive but could be other tax inclusive. Is that an issue?
	This isn’t an issue. Report the GST inclusive fee, including any GST for delivery in another country. This aligns with how we ask you to report for first-year Fees Free (except we’re no longer asking you to report the GST exclusive fee and GST separately). 

	· For the ‘Actual Course Fee’ field, can you please confirm this is for international students as well, and international fees are to include GST (whereas other international fee information collected in the SDR is GST exclusive)?
	It is for all learners.

	· The description for Tuition Fee Paid by International Fee-Paying Students is the same in the LEAR and REGT files. What is the difference?
	The tuition fee should only be reported in the REGT file if the total cumulative fee charged for the course is always the same for each learner. 
If the fee can vary for different learners, it must be reported against each learner in the LEAR file. 
The two fields cannot be entered concurrently, validation rule 368: ‘Tuition Fee Paid by International Fee Paying Student has been reported on both the Learner and Course Register files’ will apply. 

	3. Data Specifications and Errors:

	· Isn't v1.3 the latest/current Data Classification Appendices file?
	Version 1.4 will be released in the week of 7 July. It has a small change relevant for work-based data and does not impact SDR. 

	· Can you please clarify any data specs that are set as temporary settings for August but will not stay that way?
	At present the only validations that will become errors in 2026 are those relating to Initial Teacher Education. These are warnings until the April 2026 SDR.

	4. Disability Status and Support Needs:

	· Is there any update on allowing learners to identify as "prefer not to say" (3) in Disability Status, but identify a support need 1-6?
	Yes – the validation that would have prevented this was removed in V2.0.
If a learner selects “No” or “Prefer not to say” for their status, but chooses a Support Need 1-6, please report according to their responses.

	5. System and Data Extracts:
	

	· Is it possible to get an extract from DXP Ngā Kete of existing VRF values for active courses?
	TEC will provide a data extract based on the request from TEO.

	· Is there a way to download all info regarding courses for 2024 in DXP, including learning hours, so we can update DXP and our SMS?
	TEC will provide a data extract based on the request from TEO.

	6. Miscellaneous:

	· Can you please clarify what you quickly said about the Student Services fee?
	The Maxima Exempt Fee field in the Learner file collects information on student services fees charged for that learner in that calendar year. This is not a new field. As student services fees are eligible for Fees Free, we’re including fees reported in the Maxima Exempt Fee field when calculating the learner’s Fees Free entitlement. You don’t need to include the student services fees in the actual course fee field.

	· Can you please confirm that the IRD number format will stay as either dashes or no dashes?
	Yes, confirmed you can submit with or without dashes for IND and SDR. 



