Investment Plan gazetted decision-making criteria and more detailed information for assessment of applications for 2012 additional Student Achievement Component funding

	Investment Plan Gazetted decision-making criteria
	Benchmarks, considerations and evidence

	· The organisation’s proposed response to the TES, including how the organisation contributes to and meets the government’s priorities and expectations of organisations 
	· Evidence of alignment with TES priority groups – learners under 25, school transitions, Maori,  pacific, those with LLN needs

	· The organisation’s proposed response to the needs and priorities of its learners and other stakeholders, and the consultation undertaken to inform that response 
	· Evidence of meeting economic needs, especially employment outcomes or progression for learners (at least 60% of learners in vocationally specific qualifications, gain employment in the field of study or in a closely related field).

· Or priority consideration for those providers who evidence 70% or more employment outcomes for trades related provision, including where current skills shortages exist.

· Other evidence of consultation with and responsiveness to business and learner needs. 

	· Whether the organisation’s activities, including volume of delivery of programmes, outlined in the Summary of Activity section of the proposed Plan are appropriate and achievable 
	· Mix of provision is appropriate for learner need and demand including demographics of region

	· The organisation’s past performance against Plan commitments, including any performance indicators or other measures of performance required by the TEC
	· At least 80% successful course completions for students for existing providers for generic provision that meets economic needs.

· Or priority for those providers who evidence at least 70% successful course completions for students for existing providers of trades-related provision, necessary to support the rebuild of Christchurch

· Evidence related to student achievement (international or full fees provision) for providers who wish to access SAC funding for the first time

· Evidence of likelihood of student achievement for new providers who don’t currently deliver any provision

	· Evidence of the organisation’s governance and financial performance, with a focus on quality, sustainability and viability 
	· NZQA Audits, 

· EER status reports, 

· qualification approvals 

	· Evidence of the organisation’s management capability in forecasting, planning and implementation
	· Use of all previously allocated SAC funding

· Management of enrolments including over-delivery in line with Plan agreements

	· The appropriateness of the organisation’s proposed performance commitments for the Plan period, including any performance indicators required by the TEC
	· Commitments set challenging targets for engagement and achievement for priority groups

· Commitments set measures for literacy gains for students undertaking programmes of study, as evidenced by the use of the progressions tool

· Commitments demonstrate engagement with to industry or employers

	· The organisation’s contribution to tertiary provision regionally and nationally
	· Relationship to other provision within region, including not creating unnecessary duplication with other high performing provision

· Evidence that proposed provision will augment or compliment existing provision in a region, particularly where need for demand for skills for either industry or regions, is not being met

· Alignment with demographic needs

· Evidence of innovative delivery and provision that targets young people not engaged in training, employment or education

	· Whether any conditions or limits on funding are required, having regard to available appropriations, and any relevant and applicable funding determinations issued by the Minister for Tertiary Education under the Education Act 1989.
	N/A


